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TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS

L.
™

DUKE OF CLARENCLE,

SIR;

ENCOURAGED by the bonour your Royal

Highnefs bas done me in permilting your name

io IIPF dr di I‘h{r nalgf .’ "_-'__-”- ,r,r_,rly T .Li'u':fl my

exertions to render it worthy of fo exalted and
1 "o o ek = e 5 S ¥ T
fllufirious a palronage, bave not been tolally
unfuccefsful. 1o rafe to public notice a young
and enterprizing Artift, was the princip hal mo-
tive that w.f.ﬂm.r w" me to undertake the Work
i f the fuccefs ;'E:-G.T.n d be I,f':;e'.r’g as o pave the way
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at the fame time I fball ever retain a bigh fenfe
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YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESS'S

T samind R Bty
(48 ?.'?:5-'? obedient,

and very bumble fervant,

T. HOOKHAM.

INTRO-

X
}f ROM a2 Tour of this kind, in which the
beauties of Nature are the objeft of our fearch,
we experience a plealure thar few other amufea
ments can furnifh, — The piCurefque views,
which at cvery ftep prefent themfelves to an
ghfervant eye, while they pals unnaticed by the
plodding or hafty paflfenger, afford the fenti-
mental one a fund of entertainment, which at

once delights and improves the mind.

Almof every divifion of the kingdom in which

we have the happinefs to live (we term it ba

nefi, not only on account of the mildnefs of its

government, but the beauty and fertility

country), exhibit fpots, that from the variety,

richnefs, and contraft of their invite the
pencil of the Artift.—But in none of them can
thefe requifites unid, than i laces

which are the
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the Ifle of Wight and its vicinities being allowed
to yield a rich affemblage of all thofe beautics

that enchant the eve.

To a defeription of th

muft prefent themfelves to the

every one that has a tafte for piGturefque fcenes,
fhall we chiefly confine ourfelves; interfperfing
only fuch hiflorical traits of the fitnation, pro-
duttions, antiquities, curiefitics, &c. as may tend
to relicve the fubjet.

During the courfe of the Tour, the Author
fometimes travelled alone, and fometimes in
company 3 as will appear from his frequently
ufing throughout the work, both the pronouns

I and e,

t may be ncceffary to obferve, that in the com-

parilons made with the works of the modern
moit forcibly firuck him, were the flile, and the

time of the day that each Ardft courted.

And

INTRODUCTION, ¥l

And it might be no lels needful to add, that as

Le does not profefs to be deeply verled in natural

antiquity, ke trufts his oblervations on

the natural produdtions and antiquities of the
Ifle of Wight, will not"be too minutely critici{ed
by fuch as are more ftudied in thofc fciences,
fhould he have been miftaken in any points. To
have paffed them entirely over, would have ap-

he therefore has noticed them

AREL TR SR
vay, defigning his remarks ra-
ther as hints for their Ipeculation, or for their

amufement, than as exa& and {cientific accounts.

The PiGurefque Beautics of fuch particular

fcenes being conveyed by his eye to his mind,

were inftantly on the fpot noted by his pen; and

'l

he flatrers himfelf,

the defcriptive remarl

afford pleafure, not only to thofe who read his

work in the clofet, but alfo to thofe who may
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