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SECTION XIIL

GREAT as the plealures were which we
had enjoyed the preceding day, they
did not exceed the fatisfaction we received
from the permiffion granted us to view
Steep-hill Cottage. This was once the villa
of the late right honourable Hans Stanley,
then governor of the ifland; but it now be=
longs to the honourable Mr. Tollemache,

It was ereéted by Mr. Stanley, and, from
its fituation, muft have coft an immenfe fum,
From {everal mncurring circumftances, we
were led to believe, that even bringing the
water up to the houfe was attended with a
very conliderable expence.

It is in the true cottage {tile—The roof
confifts, cottage like, of humble thatch; and
the outfides of the walls are covered with
white compofition ; forming together a ru-
ral and pleafing appearance. But its infide,
fi}r neatn&:is and elegance, beggars defcrip-
tion.~It is at once fo plain, fo truly ele-

gant,
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gant, and, though fmall, fo convenient, and
fo pleafant, that I think I may venture to

fav I never met with its equal.

The entrance leading from the gate to the
houfe, is lined on both fides with lofty elms
and athes, which form an avenue that reaches
almoft to the door of the hall, where a dif-
play of tafie is feen in the furrounding flow-
ers and fhrubs.

On the left hand, before we reached the
houfe, ftood an urny and on the right hand,
a chair formed of the rough branches of
trees, which, though fimple, was curious,

As you enter the hall the fight is en-
countered with frefh beauties; it is not {pa-
cious, but in the extreme of tafte—Here are
a few pictures by Vandevelde, with feveral
by other mafters. But on entering the din-
in”g room, we found an exquifite difplay of
the powers of this mafter’s pencil. —We
fcarcely ever remember leemng a collection
of ﬂli};ping to be compared with it,
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The piece in particular which hung over
the fire-place, is, without exception, one of
the fineft by that mafter —The lubject is a
fhip ina gale of wind, under top-fails. The
handling is wonderful; and the penciling
clearly pronounces it to bea cb bef d'ouvre,

Two others of confiderable merit hung
over the doors : we imagined them to be b}r
Brooking. —They are finely touched : —the
fea, in one of them, is {pirited to a degree,
There are allo fome by De V. elieger, exe-

cuted in a {ine manner, Inqrtu::ulluh !;Le View
of Scheveling.

Laft, though not leaft, two landfcapes at-
tracted our notice ; which, at firlt light, we
thought to be Gainlborough’s,—The co-
louring clear and beautiful ; the drawing
not lels great; the finifhing in his belt {fiile.
—We were however much furprifed when
we were informed, that they were not actu-

lly executed by that preat mafter, but copi=
€ l ifter two picces of his, by the honour-
l]L, Mr, Tollemache, the poffeffor of the
'I.Zifil.

I (hall

{
|
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I fhall not hefitate to pronounce, that
were thefe P]**n £3 ]zzmging in {fome fnug
corner in town, the molt experienced con-

noilleur, on getting a fight of llmm,‘ would
immediately conclude them to be Dl'llgillﬂis.
They only want time to mellow their frefh
&pﬂc;:’n‘am::n, and then few would be able to
difcover the difference.

The fubject of one is a cottage; down
the fteps of which a country girlis df.:i'r:lend-
inc— A favourite fubjet of that eminent
and much lamented mafter. The other
truly depictured to us the mind ofﬁthis
paragon of natural genius.~—It was a fimall
piece of water, with a grey hor{c,t in a mar-
ket cart, fipping the furface of the pool.
The diftance of both is foft and harmo-
nious, and adds double luftre and effect
to the fore-grounds. Of all the copiers
from Gainfborough, no one perhaps ever
eaucht his touch and colouring with greater

o}
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exaétnefs, or has been more chalte in the
drawing, than Mr. Tollemache, in the
pieces referred to,

P 4 There




(E‘LI‘S}

There being company in the houfe at the
time we were there, we were prevented from
feeing the upper part of it ;—a difappoint-
ment we {ubmitted to with regret; as from
what we had feen on the ground floor, we
had but little doubt of the remainder being
furnifhed and decorated with equal elegance
and tafic,

The outfide of the houfe is no lefs froe
from oftentation in its appearance, than the
infide is devoid of every falfe allurement to
catch the eye. The principal view from
1t is towards the weft ; where a bow win-
dow projets, that, like the roofs of all the
other parts, has only humble thatch for jts

cm'er'[:::,_:.

A pleafing lawn lies before it, which
gradually declining, prefents the whole
range of St. Lawrence on one fide,—the
extremity of the ocean on the other. On
the right fide, at the bottom of the lawn,
you pals the wicket that leads to the gar-
den, which, from its fituation, cannot fail
of being productive, The rocks protect

it

T
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it towards the north, and the fea breezes
fan it from the fouth,

From hence we pafled the wing of the
houle, and entered a path that leads to the
grove before mentioned. The offices are

wine of them in the village, others are ad-

joming to the houfe. On the left hand

ftands the green-houfe and {tabling, but
they lie confiderably lower than the cot-

=Hre,

To enumerate the many deli ghtful vieif
fitudes of this fairy ground, is beyond the
power of a pen. I therefore fhall con-
clude my defcription of it with faying, that
to find a fpot where thofe who refide in it
are fo much refpected,—where its vieinity is
fo pleafing,—its fituation fo romantic,—and
its fout en-femble fo bewitching,~is next to
impofiible,

Mr. Tollemache has likewife a brigantine
yacht, which, when the weather will permit,
lies here to grace the ruder {cenes of Na-
ture, The infide of it, we were infm'mec.f,
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is equally as elegan
up with the fame tafi

s his villa, and fitted

but we had not an
opportunity of viewing it.

Parties frequently come to the New Inn,
at Steephill, to dine ; where, though they
mlgh., not find the 1.!.31*_11IL1‘~-1:1 entertain-
ment of a modern hotel, they will meet
with every convenicnce for ferving up a
cold collation.

Even in this reclufe and humble fituation
a ray of tafie'is viiible, The houfe being
imall, the proprietors have encouraged th
rregular branches of ‘a fig tree to repofe
itfelf on an artificial ﬁtppm‘t ; thereby form-

ing a kind of canopy, ch fL--E.ﬂd‘.I‘.v‘ OvEer

vhi
a daifey-mantled carpe t~1” erves as a pleafing
and agreeable receptacle, in which parties
contmually dine, af frefto. On the oppo-

fite fide a *1(:‘-.:15.;:‘ walnut {preads its

5

branches over the feats, and likewife fhel-
ters the ¢ *~E~.=.rml gueiis from the fcorching

2
beams of the fun.

The profpet from thefe rural fheds is
very plealing, but, in point of lanc d{cape,

L-,LI.'I.-EL"
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rather contratted. The hill from whenca
the village derives its name binds the left-
hand fereen, The valley opens beneath to
the road where Mr. Tollemache’s yacht
ufually lies. To fhew how much we were
charmed with this place, I cannot help mak-
ing ufe of an exprellionof the late Mr.Quin’s,
on his leaving Chatfworth: « I thought I
fhould at times have broke my neck in oet-
ting there; but when I was there, 1 thought
1 ﬁlouid have broke my heart to leave it.”

The fhore here is very rocky, and, when
the wind blows freth from the fouthward,
very dangerous for fhips. At fuch times
the yacht Icaves her ftation, and makes for
Sandown Bay, or for Spithead.

The inhabitants fay, that within the laft
twenty years the fea has greatly incroached,
at this pm‘i of the coaft, on the land. But
if we might judge from the pieces of rock
with wl m,h the {trand is every where {irew-
ed, and which muft have fallen from the
eminences at the time the fea wafhed their
fides, (and this, from every apparent cir-

cumflance,
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cumftance, muft have been f{l

1e cafe at
fome period or other,) it may rather, I
think, be concluded that the contrary has
happened. The country people, however,
think otherwife.

A number of ravens build in thefe cliffs,
and likewile hawks, of a {pecies peculiar to
this fpot only;—they are of the falcon
kind, and found to be the only fort pro-
per for the fport of hawking. Jack-daws,
crows, and many other birds, allo make
them their habitations, and breed on them.
Some of the farmers fay they have heard
of eagles being there; others are of a
different opinien. From the fituation of
the rocks, fuch a circumftance is not im=
probable; but as this bird is generally an
inhabitant of colder chmates, we were ra-
ther inclined to give credit to the aller=

tions of the latter.

The people of this place are chiefly fifh-
ermen, who in the fummer feafon take
great quantities of crabs and lobfters. For
this purpole lame of them fink more than

a hundred
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8 hundred wicker pots, or more properly
bafkets, at a time; which they bait with
whatever kind of flefh or garbage they can
procure. And here it may not be improper
to hint to the gentlemen of the ifland, that
whenever they lole a dog, they cannot feck
for it in a more likely place ; though moft
probably they may chance to come too late
to recover it while living. I have myfelf
feen feveral fine pointers tied up in their huts
at a night, which, before the fuccecding day
has broke, have been made not “ worms
meat,” as Mercutio was, but food for crabs
and lobfters. The coaft abounds with fhell
fith of all forts, to the great convenience of
the lower ranks, who purchafe them at three
pence per pound; that is generally the
price fixed when boiled, and they are always

fold by weight,

A filh of a very peculiar nature is fome-
times taken here, to which the fifhermen,
from its circular form, give the name of
the fun-fith, The appearance of this filh
15 extremely whimfical, and Nature feems
to have been in a {portive humour when

it
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fhe firft falhioned it. 1In fhape it is nearly
round, and does not, like moft other fith,
branch out inte any part that might be
termed a tail. One part however is rather
pointed, at which the head is fixed; the
fhoulders are placed at the thickeft part;
after which it becomes rather oval : and
it has four fins, fituated at the extremities.
Taken altogether, it is a droll compofition.
We could not help relembling it to a fchool=
boy, who, having worn his long hair for a
confiderable time dangling down his back,
has it, on a fudden, cropped clofe to his
neck.

Ve had been informed, that here, alfo,
we fhould fee a cafcade; our expeétations
however were foon put a fiop to, by be-
holding a little Ipring, trickling down the
fide of a hill, In a contradted “iiﬁnrul, de-
void ot every appearance of grandeur ; and
pollefling not ln-" worthy of notice, bklt the
large ftone by w vhich its. mean clue was
broken, and which was fufficient to fuftain a
body of water fifty times more weighty than
that running over it.

Leaving

(2*3;3)

Leaving Steephill, we continued our
courie towards Bonchurch ; Liuflng which
feveral curious fiudies for colouri mg prefent-
ed themfelves, till we ¢ palled the corner of a2
precipice, from whence the beginning of
Little-town Down commences, The fhely-
ing fides of this precipice hang tottering
over the brink of the deep abyf, and threat-

en an intrufion o1 the I'Ui‘ilﬁ! Tti' Ims a

noble fide-fcreen for the general view of
Bonchurch ;—w‘_!:!"_e from it the fea has a
varicgated z Ippearal 1l finely aflifts the
landfcape,

On firft viewing the mountain to which
the name of Little-town Down s wiven, a
traveller may be led to fuppofe it Steep-
hill. Its fides, like that, are almoft per-
pendicular, and, as {een from the road, are
formed like a fugar-loaf. A few houfes lie
at its foot; the road to which from Appul-
durcombe is dangerous in the extreme. The
hill itfelf is a noble picturef; jue object ; and
forms an L‘]&‘s,_.;dm back-sround to relieve the
broken part of the road on which the cot-
tages ftand. Here are as many choice

pleces
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pieces of broken rocks, and fore-grounds
well verdured, as at Undercliff; only more
contrafted. The foil again alters here, and
appears to be compofed of flint, with great
quantitics of tobacco-pipe clay,

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME,
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